
APPENDIX  A 
 

CHAPTER 3357 
 

TECHNICAL COLLEGES 
 
 
3357.01  Definitions. 
 
       As used in sections 3357.01 to 3357.19, inclusive, of the Revised Code: 
 
  (A)  “Technical college” means an institution of education beyond the high school, 
including an institution of higher education, organized for the principal purpose of providing for 
the residents of the technical college district, wherein such college is situated, any one of more of 
the instructional programs defined in this section as “technical-college,” or “adult-education 
technical programs,” normally not exceeding two years duration and not leading to a 
baccalaureate degree. 
 

(B)  “Technical college district” means a political subdivision of the state and a body 
corporate with all the powers of a corporation comprised of the territory of a city school district 
or a county, or two or more contiguous school districts or counties, which meets the standards 
prescribed by the Ohio board of regents pursuant to section 3357.02 of the Revised Code, and 
which is organized for the purpose of establishing, owning, and operating one or more technical 
colleges within the territory of such district. 
 
  (C)  “Contiguous school districts or counties” means school districts or counties so 
located that each such school district or county shares at least one boundary or a portion thereof 
in common with at least one other such school district or county in the group of school districts 
or counties referred to as being “contiguous.” 
 
 (D)  “Technical college program” means a post high school curricular program provided 
within a technical college, planned and intended to qualify students, after satisfactory completion 
of such a program normally two years in duration, to pursue careers in which they provide 
immediate technical assistance to professional or managerial persons generally required to hold 
baccalaureate or higher academic degrees in technical or professional fields.  The technical and 
professional fields referred to in this section include, but are not limited to, engineering and 
physical, medical or other sciences. 
 
 (E)  “Adult-education technical program” means the dissemination of post high school 
technical education service and knowledge, for the occupational, or general educational benefit 
of adult persons. 
 
 (F)  “Charter amendment” means a change in the official plan of a technical college for 
the purpose of  acquiring additional lands or structures, disposing of or transferring lands or 
structures, erecting structures, creating or abolishing technical college or adult education 
technical curricular programs. 



3357.02  Creation of technical college districts; submission of proposals. 
 

A technical college district may be created with the approval of the Ohio board of regents 
pursuant to standards established by it.  Such standards shall take into consideration such factors 
as the population of the proposed district, the present and potential pupil enrollment, present and 
potential higher education facilities in the district, and such other factors as may pertain to the 
educational needs of the district.  The Ohio board of regents may undertake a study or contract 
for a study to be made relative to its establishment or application of such standards. 
 

The attorney general shall be the attorney for each technical college district and shall 
provide legal advice in all matters relating to its powers and duties. 
 

A proposal to create a technical college district may be presented to the Ohio board of 
regents in any of the following ways: 
 
 (A)  The board of education of a city school district may by resolution approved by a 
majority of its members propose the creation of a technical college district consisting of the 
whole territory of such district. 
 
 (B)  The boards of education of two or more contiguous county, city, exempted village, 
or local school districts may by resolutions approved by a majority of the members of each 
participating board of education propose the creation of a technical college district consisting of 
the whole territories of all the participating school districts. 
 
 (C)  The board of education of  any county may by resolution approved by a majority of 
its members propose the creation of a technical college district consisting of the whole territory 
of such county. 
 
 (D)  The boards of education of any two or more contiguous counties may by resolutions 
approved by a majority of the members of each participating board of education, propose the 
creation of a technical college district consisting of the whole territories of such counties. 
 
 (E)  Qualified electors residing in a city school district, in a county, in two or more 
contiguous school districts, or in two or more contiguous counties may execute a petition 
proposing the creation of a technical college district comprised of the territory of the city school 
district, county school district, two or more contiguous school districts, or two or more 
contiguous counties, respectively.  Such petition shall be presented to the board of elections of 
the most populous county in which the technical college district is situated and shall bear the 
signatures of at least two percent of the total number of resident electors who voted in the last 
preceding election for governor in the territory of such proposed district.  Such petition shall set 
forth the necessity for the district, a demonstration that it will be conductive to the public 
convenience and welfare, and a description of the territory to be included in the proposed district. 
 
 Upon receiving a petition duly executed pursuant to division (E) of this section, the 
board of elections of the most populous county shall certify the fact of such petition to the boards 
of elections of the other counties, if any, in which any of the territory of the proposed district is 



situated.  The proposal to create a technical college district shall be placed on the ballot by the 
board of elections and submitted to vote in each affected city school district, county, or group of 
contiguous school districts or counties, at the next primary or general election occurring more 
than sixty days after the filing of such petition.  If there is not primary or general election 
occurring within ninety days after the filing of such petition, the board of elections of the most 
populous county shall fix the date of a special election to be held in each affected city school 
district, county, or group of contiguous school districts or counties, such date to be not less than 
sixty days after the filing of the petition.  If a majority of electors voting on the proposition in the 
proposed technical college district vote in favor thereof, the board of elections of the most 
populous county in which the proposed district is situated shall certify such fact to the Ohio 
board of regents. 

 
3357.021   As used in this section “technical college district” means a district created under 

division (A), (B), (C), or (D) of section 3357.02 of the Revised Code the voters of 
which have not authorized the levy of a tax outside the ten-mill limitation. 

 
The board of education of any city or exempted village school district that has 

territory in or that is contiguous to a technical college district may by resolution 
adopted by a majority of the members of the board request the inclusion of all the 
school district’s territory in the technical college district.  The board of education of a 
county school district of a county that is or that is contiguous to a county that is 
contiguous to or that has territory in a technical college district may, by resolution 
adopted by a majority of the members of the board, request the inclusion of all of the 
county’s territory in the technical college district.  A copy of the resolution shall be 
certified to the board of trustees of the technical college district. 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district to which a resolution has 

been certified may by resolution adopted by a majority of the members of the board 
propose the expansion of the technical college district to include all of the territory 
described in the resolution, and certify a copy of the resolution to the Ohio board of 
regents, which may approve or disapprove the expansion and designate the date on 
which the expansion shall take effect.  If a college district board of trustees has received 
more than one resolution requesting inclusion in the district, the board’s resolution may 
propose the expansion to include the territory of more than one county, provided that all 
such territory is contiguous either to the college district or to territory described in the 
board’s resolution. 

 
The expansion of a technical college district under this section does not affect 

the terms of district trustees serving on the date of such expansion.  If expansion of the 
technical college district requires the appointment of two additional trustees pursuant to 
section 3357.05 of the Revised Code, the additional trustees shall meet the 
requirements set forth in such section and shall be appointed within ninety days of the 
effective date of the expansion.  One such trustee shall be appointed by the governor 
with the advice and consent of the senate for a term ending the same day of the same 
month of the year as the terms of other trustees appointed by the governor end, in the 
first year during which the term of no other trustee appointed by the governor ends.  



One trustee shall be initially appointed by the presidents or their representatives of the 
county, city, and exempted village school district boards of education whose territories 
are embraced by the expanded technical college district.  Prior to the appointment of the 
trustee the president of the board of education of the city school district having the 
largest pupil enrollment shall call a caucus of the presidents of the foregoing boards of 
education at a time and place designated by such president.  At such caucus the board 
presidents or their representatives shall select the trustee by majority vote of those 
attending.  This appointment shall be for a term ending the same day of the same month 
of the year as the terms of trustees not appointed by the governor in the first year during 
which the term of only one such trustee ends.  Thereafter, all appointments of trustees 
shall be made in the manner set forth in section 3357.05 of the Revised Code. 

 
3357.03  Filing of certificates or resolution creating the district with the secretary of state. 
 

Within thirty days after approval by the Ohio board of regents of a technical college 
district proposed pursuant to section 3357.02 of the Revised Code, such board shall file with the 
secretary of state a copy of its certification or resolution creating the district.  Such copy shall be 
filed and recorded in the office of the secretary of state in the same manner as articles of 
incorporation are required to be filed and recorded under the general law concerning 
corporations. 

 
3357.04  Powers and duties of district; place of business. 
 

A technical college district organized pursuant to section 3357.02 of the Revised Code 
shall be a political subdivision of the state and a body corporate with all the powers of a 
corporation, and shall have perpetual existence, with power to sue and to be sued and to be sued, 
to incur debts, liabilities, and obligations, to exercise the right of eminent domain and of taxation 
and assessment, to issue bonds, and to do all acts necessary and proper for the carrying out of the 
purposes for which the district was created and for executing the powers with which it is 
invested. 

 
A technical college district established pursuant to section 3357.02 of the Revised Code, 

shall have as its temporary office or principal place of business the office of the board of 
education of the most populous school district in such technical college district until a permanent 
place of business is established pursuant to section 3357.06 of the Revised Code. 

 
3357.05  Appointment of trustees; term. 
 

Within ninety days after a technical college district is created pursuant to section 3357.02 
of the Revised Code, trustees shall be appointed to serve as a board of trustees of the technical 
college district.  Appointees shall be qualified electors residing in the technical college district 
and shall not be employees of any governmental agency.  No new trustee may be appointed who 
is a member of any board of education.  The term of office shall be three years with the 
exception of initial appointments as provided in this section and section 3357.021 of the Revised 
Code.  Trustees shall be appointed in the manner and for the terms provided by this section.  
Each trustee shall hold office from the date of his appointment until the end of the term for which 



he was appointed.  Any trustee appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remainder of such term.  
Any trustee shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of his term until his 
successor takes office, or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first. 

 
 (A)  If a technical college district embraces the territory of one or more school districts 
and more than half of the territory of each such district is in the same county, seven trustees shall 
be appointed.  Two trustees shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of 
the senate.  Of the initial appointments, one shall be for a term ending two years after the date 
upon which the technical college district was created and one for a term ending three years after 
that date.  The successive terms of trustees appointed by the governor shall be for three years, 
each term ending on the same day of the same month of the year as did the term which it 
succeeds.  Five trustees shall be appointed by the presidents or their representatives of the 
county, city, and exempted village boards of education of school districts whose territories are 
embraced in the technical college district.  Prior to the appointment of the trustees, the president 
of the board of education of the city school district having the largest pupil enrollment shall call 
a caucus of the presidents of the aforementioned boards of education at a time and place 
designated by such president.  At such caucus, the board presidents or their representatives shall 
select five trustees by majority vote of those attending.  Of the initial appointments, two shall be 
for one year terms, two shall be for two year terms, and one shall be for a three year term.  If 
there is a vacancy, such vacancy shall be filled by the authority making the original appointment 
for the balance of the unexpired term. 
 

(B)  If a technical college district embraces territory other than described in division (A) 
of this section, nine trustees shall be appointed.  Three trustees shall be appointed by the 
governor with the advice and consent of the senate.  Of the initial appointments, one shall be for 
a term ending one year after the date upon which the technical college district was created, one 
for a term ending two years after that date, and one for a term ending three years after that date.  
The successive terms of trustees appointed by the governor shall be for three years, each term 
ending on the same day of the same month of the year as did the term which it succeeds.  Six 
trustees shall be appointed by the presidents or their representatives of the county, city, and 
exempted village boards of education of school districts whose territories are embraced in the 
technical college district.  Prior to the appointment of the trustees, the president of the board of 
education of the city school district having the largest pupil enrollment shall call a caucus of the 
presidents of the foregoing boards of education at a time and place designated by such president.  
At such caucus, the board presidents or their representatives shall select six trustees by majority 
vote of those attending.  Of the initial appointments, two shall be for one year terms, two shall be 
for two year terms, and two shall be for three year terms.  If there is a vacancy, such vacancy 
shall be filled by the authority making the original appointment for the balance of the unexpired 
term. 
 

(C)  A board of trustees of a technical college district established prior to November 5, 
1965, may, by a resolution approved by a majority of the members of the board, abolish such 
board.  Immediately thereafter, a new board shall be appointed under division (A) of this section, 
except that the persons serving on the board at the time of its dissolution shall be appointed to 



initial appointments which most nearly coincide in length with the time remaining in their terms 
at the time those terms were terminated under this division. 
 
3357.06  Organization of boards of trustees. 

 
Each member of the board of trustees of a technical college district, before entering upon 

his official duties, shall take and subscribe to an oath that he will honestly, faithfully, and 
impartially perform the duties of his office.  The board shall meet upon call by the trustee first 
appointed by the governor.  The trustee who calls the meetings shall serve as temporary 
chairman.  Members of the board shall proceed immediately to elect from among them a 
chairman of the board and such other officers as they deem necessary.  The board shall elect a 
secretary of the technical college district, to serve at its pleasure.  The board shall adopt a seal, 
and shall keep records of all its proceedings, which records shall be open for public inspection.  
A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum, and the board may act  on any matter by 
majority vote of is whole membership.  The board may designate in its rules and regulations 
matters of an administrative nature which may be acted upon by a vote of a majority of those 
present when a quorum is in session.  The trustees shall serve without compensation, but may be 
paid for their necessary expenses when engaged in the business of the board. 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district may adopt rules and regulations 

governing its own proceedings, and shall designate the permanent principal place of business of 
the district. 

 
3357.07  Technical institute plan; consultants; filing with board of regents; issuance of charter 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district shall prepare an official plan for a 

technical college within the district.  Such official plan shall include, but not be limited to, a 
demonstration of need and prospective enrollment, a description and location  of lands, 
buildings, facilities, and improvements proposed to be occupied by such college; a proposed 
schedule for acquisition of such lands or improvements, for construction or improvements, and 
for operation of the college; estimates of cost of lands and improvements; proposed organization 
and program of such college, consistent with the proposed land and improvements; and a 
proposed budget for the first two years of operation of such college. 

 
In preparing for such official plan, the board of trustees of a technical college district may 

retain consultants  in the field of education, architecture, law, engineering, or other fields of 
professional skill which may be needed in the preparation of plans for a technical college. 

 
Upon completion of the official plan, the board of trustees of the technical college district 

shall file a copy thereof with the Ohio board of regents which may approve or disapprove any 
provisions thereof and with the board or boards of education of school districts whose territories 
are included in the technical college district.  If the Ohio board of regents disapproves the official 
plan or any provisions thereof, the board of trustees of the technical college district may prepare 
a new plan or may present amended provisions of the plan.  If the Ohio board of regents 
approves the official plan, it shall certify a copy of its action to the board of trustees of the 
technical college district and issue a charter creating the technical college to be known by the 



name set forth in the official plan.  The official plan shall be appended to and shall become a part 
of such charter, and such chart shall not thereafter be changed except by charter amendment with 
the approval of the Ohio board of regents.  A proposal for a charter amendment shall be filed 
with the Ohio board of regents and with local boards of education as provided in this section for 
an official plan. 

 
3357.08  Financing of plans. 

 
For the purpose of preparing the official plan for a technical college, pursuant to section 

3357.07 of the Revised Code, the board of trustees of a technical college district may receive and 
expend gifts, grants, bequests, or devises, or public funds appropriated for such purpose pursuant 
to law. 

 
3357.09  Powers and duties of board of trustees. 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district may: 
 
(A)  Own and operate a technical college, pursuant to an official plan prepared and 

approved in accordance with section 3357.07 of the Revised Code; 
 
(B)  Hold, encumber, control, acquire by donation, purchase, or condemnation, construct, 

own, lease, use, and sell, real and personal property as necessary for the conduct of the program 
of the technical college on whatever terms and for whatever consideration may be appropriate for 
the purposes of the institution; 
 

(C)  Accept gifts, grants, bequests, and devises absolutely or in trust for support of the 
technical college; 
 

(D)  Appoint the president, faculty, and such other employees as necessary and proper for 
such technical college, and fix their compensation; 
 

(E)  Provide for a technical college necessary lands, buildings or other structures, 
equipment, means, and appliances; 
 

(F)  Develop and adopt, pursuant to the official plan, any one or more of the curricular 
programs identified in section 3357.01 of the Revised Code as technical-college programs, or 
adult-education technical programs; 
 

(G)  Except as provided in section 3333.17 of the Revised Code, establish schedules of 
fees and tuition for:  students who are residents of the district; students who are residents of Ohio 
but not of the district; students who are nonresidents of Ohio.  The establishment of rules 
governing the determination of residence shall be subject to approval of the Ohio board of 
regents.  Students who are nonresidents of Ohio shall be required to pay higher rates of fees and 
tuition than the rates required of students who are residents of Ohio but not of the district, and 
students who are residents of the district shall pay smaller tuition and fee rates than the rates for 
either of the above categories of nonresident students, except that students of Ohio but not of the 



district shall be required to pay higher fees and tuition than students who are residents of the 
district only when a district tax levy has been adopted and is in effect under the authority of 
section 3357.11, 5705.19, or 5705.191 of the Revised Code; 
 

(H)  Authorize, approve, ratify, or confirm, with approval of the Ohio board of regents, 
any agreement with the United States government, acting through any agency designated to aid 
in the financing of technical college projects, or with any person, organization, agency offering 
grants-in-aid for technical college facilities or operation; 
 

(I)  Receive assistance for the cost of equipment and for the operation of such technical 
colleges from moneys appropriated for technical education or for matching Title VIII of the 
“National Defense Education Act,” 72 Stat. 1597 (1958), 20 U.S.C 15a-15e.  Moneys shall be 
distributed by the Ohio board of regents in accordance with rules which the board shall establish 
governing its allocations to technical colleges chartered under section 3357.07 of the Revised 
Code. 
 

(J)  Grant appropriate associate degrees to students successfully completing the technical 
college programs and certificates of achievement to those students who complete other 
programs; 
 

(K)  Prescribe rules for the effective operation of a technical college, and exercise such 
other powers as are necessary for the efficient management of such college; 
 

(L)  Enter into contracts and conduct technical college programs or technical courses 
outside the technical college district; 
 

(M)  Enter into contracts with the board of education of any local, exempted village, city, 
or county school district to permit the school district to use the facilities of the technical college 
district; 
 

(N)  Designate one or more employees of the institution as state university law 
enforcement officers, to serve and have duties as prescribed in section 3345.04 of the Revised 
Code; 
 

(O)  Subject to the approval of the Ohio board of regents, offer technical college 
programs or technical courses for credit at locations outside the technical college district.  For 
purposes of computing state aid, students enrolled in such courses shall be deemed to be students 
enrolled in programs and courses at off-campus locations in the district. 
 

(P)  Purchase a policy or policies of liability insurance from an insurer or insurers 
licensed to do business in this state insuring its members, officers, and employees against all 
civil liability arising from an act or omission by the member, officer, or employee, when the 
member, officer, or employee is not acting manifestly outside the scope of his employment or 
official responsibilities with the institution, with malicious purpose or bad faith, or in a wanton 
or reckless manner, or may otherwise provide for the indemnification of such persons against 
such liability.  All or any portion of the cost, premium, or charge for such a policy or policies or 



indemnification payment may be paid from any funds under the institution’s control.  The policy 
or policies of liability insurance or the indemnification policy of the institution may cover any 
risks including, but not limited to, damages resulting from injury to property or person, 
professional liability, and other special risks, including legal fees and expenses incurred in the 
defense or settlement of claims for such damages. 
 
3357.10  Treasurer of the district; handling district funds. 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district shall elect a treasurer, who is not a 

member of the board, to serve at its pleasure.  The treasurer may be the person serving as 
secretary under section 3357.06 of the Revised Code.  The treasurer shall be the fiscal officer of 
the district and shall receive and disburse all funds of the district under the direction of the board. 

 
No contract of said board of trustees involving the expenditure of money shall become 

effective until the treasurer certifies that there are funds of said board of trustees otherwise 
unappropriated sufficient to provide therefor.  The accounts of the board of trustees shall be kept 
in the manner prescribed by the bureau of inspection and supervision of public offices.  The 
bureau may examine the accounts of the technical college district and technical college pursuant 
to sections 117.01 to 117.19, inclusive, of the Revised Code. 

 
When the treasurer of the district ceases to hold such office, he or his legal 

representatives, shall deliver to the board of trustees or to his successor, all moneys, books, 
papers, and other property of the district in his possession as treasurer.  In case of the death or 
incapacity of the treasurer, his legal representatives shall, in like manner, deliver all moneys, 
books, papers, and other property of the district to the board of trustees or to the person named as 
his successor. 

 
Any board of trustees of a technical college district may select a depository for the funds 

of a district, in  the manner provided in sections 135.01 to 135.21, inclusive, of the Revised 
Code, upon the adoption of a resolution declaring such intent. 

 
3357.11  Issuance of bonds; adoption of a tax levy. 

 
For the purposes of purchasing a site or enlargement thereof, and for the erection and 

equipment of buildings, or for the purpose of enlarging, improving, or rebuilding existing 
facilities, the board of trustees of a technical college district shall determine the amount of bonds 
to be issued and such other matters as pertain thereto, and may when authorized by the vote of 
the electors of the district, issue and sell such bonds as provided in sections 133.01 to 133.80, of 
the Revised Code.  Such board of trustees shall have the same authority and be subject to the 
same procedure as provided in such sections in the case where the board of education proposes a 
bond issue for the purposes noted in this section. 

 
At any time the board of trustees of a technical college district by a vote of two-thirds of 

all its members may declare by resolution the necessity of a tax outside the ten-mill limitation for 
a period of years not to exceed ten years, to provide funds for one or more of the following 
purposes:  for operation and maintenance, for purchasing a site or enlargement thereof, for the 



erection and construction or equipment of buildings, or for the purpose of enlarging or improving 
or rebuilding thereon.  A copy of such resolution shall be certified to the board of elections of the 
county or counties in which such technical college district is situated, for the purpose of placing 
the proposal on the ballot at an election to be held at a date designated by such board of trustees 
which date shall not be earlier than sixty days after the adoption and certification of such 
resolution, nor later than one hundred twenty days thereafter.  If a majority of the electors in such 
district voting on such question vote in favor of such levy, the resolution shall go into immediate 
effect.  The trustees shall certify their action to the auditors of the county or counties in which 
such technical college district is situated, who shall annually thereafter place such levy on the tax 
duplicate in such district in the amount set forth in the proposition approved by the voters. 

 
After the approval of such levy by vote the board of trustees of a technical college district 

may anticipate a fraction of the proceeds of such levy and from time to time, during the life of 
such levy, issue anticipation notes in an amount not to exceed seventy-five percent of the 
estimated proceeds of such levy to be collected in each year over a period of five years after the 
date of the issuance of such notes, less an amount equal to the proceeds of such levy previously 
obligated for each year by the issuance of anticipation notes, provided, that the total amount 
maturing in any one year shall not exceed seventy-five percent of the anticipated proceeds of 
such levy for that year. 

 
Each issue of notes shall be sold as provided in Chapter 133 of the Revised Code and 

shall mature serially in substantially equal amounts, during each remaining year of the levy, not 
to exceed five, after their issuance.  If such notes have been issued the amount necessary to pay 
the interest and principle thereon shall be deemed appropriated for such purposes from the 
proceeds of such levy and appropriation from such levy by the technical college district shall be 
limited each year to the balance available in excess of such amount.  Such notes may be issued 
subject to call and redemption prior to maturity at not more than par and accrued interest. 

 
The board of elections of the county or counties comprising the district shall cause to be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in each county, an advertisement of the proposed 
tax levy question, once each week for three weeks immediately preceding the election at which 
the question is to appear on the ballot. 

 
All necessary expenses for the operation of such technical college may be paid from any 

gifts, from grants of the state or federal government, from student fees and tuition collected 
pursuant to division (G) of section 3357.09 of the Revised Code, or from unencumbered funds 
from any other source of the technical college income, not prohibited by law. 

 
3357.112  Issuance of revenue bonds. 
 

To provide all or part of the moneys for acquiring, constructing, equipping, 
furnishing, repairing, remodeling, renovating, enlarging, and improving buildings, 
structures, and facilities for vehicle parking, dining and food preparation, bookstores, 
health centers and infirmaries, student services and activities, athletic and recreational 
purposes, auditoriums, and any one or more or combination thereof, and acquiring real 
estate and interests in real estate in connection therewith, all being referred to as 



“facilities” in sections 3357.112 and 3357.113 of the Revised Code, including costs 
connected with or incidental thereto and the financing thereof, and to repay or restore 
moneys borrowed or advanced for such purposes or temporarily used therefor from 
other funds of such technical college district,  the board of trustees of any technical 
college district may, by resolution, provide for borrowing money and issuing bonds, 
notes, and other evidences of indebtedness all being referred to as “bonds” in sections 
3357.112 and 3357.113 of the Revised Code, which may be secured by a pledge of 
and lien on such revenues of the district from the operation or ownership of such 
facilities, present or future, designated in said resolution, including but not limited to 
the facilities to which the proceeds of such bonds are to be applied, as the board may 
pledge in said resolution, but the bonds may be secured otherwise or additionally by a 
pledge of and lien on such rentals, charges, fees, revenues, pledges of gifts, and other 
receipts of such district from sources other than taxation, as the board may designate in 
such resolution.  The bonds may be additionally secured by a covenant of the board to 
maintain such rates, charges, and fees as will produce revenues sufficient to meet costs 
of operating, maintaining, and repairing such facilities and to meet the principal and 
interest requirements of such bonds and to establish and maintain reserves for the 
foregoing purposes.  Fee variations provided for in division (G) of section 3357.09 of 
the Revised Code need not be applied to fees pledged to secure bonds. 

 
3357.113 Nature of district revenue bonds, resolution of the board; trust agreements; issuance of 

notes or temporary bonds. 
 

The bonds under sections 3357.112 and 3357.113 of the Revised Code are not 
bonded indebtedness of such technical college district, shall not constitute general 
obligations or the pledge of the full faith and credit of such technical college district, 
and the holders or owners thereof shall have no right to require the board to levy or 
collect any taxes for the payment of the principal of or interest on such bonds, but they 
shall have a right to payment thereof solely from the funds pledged for such payment 
as authorized by said sections, or from funds derived from the issuance of refunding 
bonds as authorized by said sections, which refunding bonds shall be payable solely 
from the funds pledged to their payment as provided in said sections, or, in the case of 
temporary bonds, may also be payable from the funds derived from the issuance of 
definitive bonds. 

 
The resolution of the board providing for the issuance or the award of such bonds 

shall provide for the manner of execution and sealing of the bonds, and for such 
purpose may provide for the use of facsimile signatures and a facsimile of the seal, and 
shall further provide the manner of sale of the bonds, and such other terms and 
conditions relative to the terms of the bonds and the issuance, sale, and retirement of 
said bonds as such board in its discretion deems reasonable and proper.  In case any 
officer whose signature, or a facsimile of whose signature, appears on any bonds or 
coupons ceases to be such officer before delivery thereof, such signature or facsimile 
shall nevertheless be valid sufficient for all purposes the same as if he had remained in 
office until such delivery, and in case the seal of such institution has been changed 



after a facsimile thereof has been imprinted on said bonds, such facsimile seal shall 
continue to be sufficient for all purposes. 

 
The bonds shall have all the qualities and incidents of negotiable instruments 

under the laws of this state.  The bonds may be issued in coupon or in registered form, 
or both, as the board determines, and provisions may be made for the registration of 
any coupon bonds as to the principal alone and also as to both principal and interest, 
and for the conversion or reconversion into coupon bonds of any bonds registered as to 
both principal and interest. 

 
The board may, by resolution, provide for the issuance of additional bonds from 

time to time, to be secured equally and ratably, without preference, priority, or 
distinction with outstanding bonds, but subject to the terms and limitations of the trust 
agreement described in this section and of any resolution authorizing bonds then 
outstanding.  The board may by resolution designate additional facilities the revenues 
of which shall be pledged and be subject to the lien of bonds theretofore or thereafter 
issued and to the lien of any trust agreement theretofore authorized by resolution of the 
board, to the same extent as the revenues or receipts theretofore pledged, and for the 
purpose of providing such additional security the board may also so designate other or 
additional fees, charges, revenues, or other receipts of the district form sources other 
than taxation. 

 
In the discretion of the board, any such bonds may be secured by a trust 

agreement entered into with a corporate trustee, which trustee may be any trust 
company or bank having powers of a trust company, within or without the state. 

 
The trust agreement or the resolution providing for the issuance or award of the 

bonds may contain such provisions for protecting and enforcing the rights and 
remedies of the bondholders as are reasonable and proper and not in violation of law, 
including covenants setting forth the duties of the board in relation to the acquisition 
of property, and the construction, improvement, maintenance, repair, operation, and 
insurance of the facilities the revenues of which are pledged to secure the bonds, the 
rates, fees, and charges, to be charged, and the custody, safeguarding, and application 
of moneys, and provisions for the employment of consulting engineers in connection 
with the construction, maintenance, or operation of such facilities.  Any bank or trust 
company selected to act as depository of the proceeds of bonds or of the pledged 
revenues may furnish such indemnifying bonds or may pledge such securities as are 
required by the board.  The trust agreement or resolution may set forth the rights and 
remedies of the bondholders and of the trustee, and may restrict the individual right of 
action by bondholders as is customary in similar trust agreements or trust indentures.  
The trust agreement or resolution may contain such other provisions as the board 
deems reasonable and proper for the security of the bondholders.   All expenses 
incurred in carrying out the provisions of any such trust agreement or resolution may 
be treated as part of the cost of the operation of such facilities.  The trust agreement or 
resolution may provide the method whereby the general administrative overhead 
expense of the institution shall be allocated among the several operations and facilities 



of such district for purposes of determining the operating and maintenance expenses 
payable from the pledged revenues prior to the charges for debt service and for other 
purposes of the trust agreement or resolution. 

 
All the pledged revenues and funds and the proceeds of the bonds are trust funds 

and, subject to the provisions of this section, shall be held, deposited, invested, 
reinvested, disbursed applied, and used to such extent, in such manner at such times, 
and for such purposes as are provided in the trust agreement or resolution authorizing 
the bonds. 

 
Prior to the preparation of definitive bonds, the board may, under like restrictions, 

issue notes or temporary bonds with or without coupons, exchangeable for definitive 
bonds when such bonds have been executed and are available for delivery, or to be 
retired from the proceeds of the sale of definitive bonds or notes, and in connection 
therewith may covenant to the effect that such board shall do all things necessary for 
the issuance of said definitive bonds or notes and shall make such exchange or apply 
such proceeds at the time or times contemplated. 

 
The board may provide by resolution for the issuance of refunding bonds, payable 

solely from the revenues and funds pledged to their payment as provided in this 
section, for the purpose of refunding any bonds then outstanding, including, if so 
determined by the board, payment of any redemption premium thereon, payment of 
the principal maturities of any bonds of the series to be refunded maturing prior to the 
redemption of the remaining bonds of such series and payment of any interest accrued 
or to accrue to the maturity or date of redemption of such bonds, together with any 
expenses incurred or to be incurred in connection with such refunding or the issuance 
of the refunding bonds.  The issuance of such refunding bonds, the term and details 
thereof, the rights of the stockholders thereof, and the rights, duties, and obligations of 
the district and its board in respect of such bonds, shall be governed by the provisions 
of this section insofar as they are applicable. 

 
The powers granted in sections 3357.112 and 3357.11 of the Revised Code are in 

addition to any other powers at any time granted by the Constitution and laws of the 
state, and not in derogation thereof or restrictions thereon. 

 
3357.12  Technical college ownership vested in board of trustees. 

 
The ownership of a technical college, created and established pursuant to section 3357.07 

of the Revised Code, including all right, title, and interest in and to all property, both real and 
personal, pertaining thereto, shall be vested in the board of trustees of the technical college 
district in which such college is situated.  The board may acquire by appropriation any land, 
rights, rights-of-way, franchises, easements, or other property necessary or proper for the 
construction or the efficient operation of any facility of the technical college district, pursuant to 
the procedure provided in section 5537.06 of the Revised Code, with respect to the Ohio turnpike 
commission, and insofar as such procedure is applicable. 

 



3357.13  District bonds suitable investments. 
 
Technical college district bonds, issue pursuant to section 3357.11 of the Revised Code, 

shall be lawful investments of banks, savings banks, trust companies, trustee, boards of trustees 
of sinking funds of municipal corporations, school districts, counties, the industrial commission, 
state teachers retirement system, the public employees retirement system and shall also be 
acceptable as security for the deposit of public moneys. 

 
3357.14  Tax exemption. 

 
The exercise of powers granted by sections 3357.01 to 3357.19, inclusive, of the Revised 

Code, shall be in all respects for the benefit of the people and for the increase of their knowledge, 
prosperity, morals, and welfare.  A technical college district shall not be required to pay any 
taxes or assessments upon any real or personal property acquired, owned, or used by it pursuant 
to sections 3357.01 to 3357.19, inclusive, of the Revised Code, or upon the income therefrom, 
and the bonds issued pursuant to such sections and the transfer of the income therefrom, 
including any profit made on the sale thereof, shall at all times be free from taxation within the 
state. 

 
3357.15  State financial aid. 

 
Financial aid to a technical college from the state, to be used for the payment of operating 

costs of such college, shall be paid to the board of trustees of the technical college district in 
which such college is situated, only upon certification by the Ohio board of regents that such 
college is in condition to receive students and is operable and upon approval of its official plan 
and the issuance of a charter to such college as provided in section 3357.07 of the Revised Code.  
Financial aid for equipment may be paid to the board of trustees after approval of its official plan 
and issuance of a charter to such college. 

 
3357.16  Improvements contracts. 

 
When the board of trustees of a technical college district has by resolution determined to 

let by contract the work of improvements pursuant to the official plan of such district, contracts 
in amounts exceeding ten thousand dollars shall be advertised after notice calling for bids has 
been published once a week for three consecutive weeks, in at least one newspaper of general 
circulation within the technical college district where the work is to be done.  The board of 
trustees of the technical college district may let such contract to the lowest and best bidder  who 
shall have a good and approved bond, conditioned on the carrying out of the contract and 
payment for all labor and material.  Such contract shall be in writing and shall be accompanied 
by or shall refer to plans and specifications for the work to be done.  Such contract shall be 
approved by the board of trustees and signed by the president of the board and by the contractor. 

 
3357.17  Intergovernmental relations. 

 
The board of trustees of a technical college district, and its agents, shall cooperate with 

boards of county commissioners of the county or counties comprising the district, with boards of 



education in the district, and with other public agencies representing the people of the district, in 
providing for educational, social, civic, and recreational activities, in buildings and upon grounds 
under control of the board of trustees, provided that such cooperation shall not interfere with the 
principal purpose of such district which is to provide technical educational service beyond the 
high school for the people of such district.  The board of trustees shall prescribe such rules and 
regulations for occupancy of buildings and grounds as will secure fair, reasonable, and impartial 
use. 

 
3357.18  Approval of plans by board of regents 

 
The Ohio board of regents shall approve or disapprove proposed official plans of 

technical college districts, prepared and submitted pursuant to sections 3357.01 to 3357.19, 
inclusive of the Revised Code, and issue or decline to issue charters for operation of technical 
colleges, pursuant to section 3357.07 of the Revised Code. 

 
The board shall approve an official plan, and issue a charter, only upon the following 

findings: 
 
(A)  That the official plan and all past and proposed actions of the technical college 

district are in conformity to law; 
 
(B)  That the proposed technical college will not unreasonably and wastefully duplicate 

existing educational services available to students and prospective students residing in the 
technical college district; 
 

(C)  That there is reasonable prospect of adequate current operating revenue for the 
proposed technical college from its proposed opening date of operation; 
 

(D)  That the proposed lands and facilities of the technical college will be adequate and 
efficient for the purposes of the proposed technical college; 
 

(E)  That the particular proposed curricular programs, being one or more of the programs 
defined in section 3357.01 of the Revised Code, as “technical-college,” and “adult-education 
technical programs,” are the programs for which there is substantial need in the territory of the 
district. 
 

The employment and separation of individual personnel in a technical college and the 
establishment or abolition of individual courses of instruction shall not be subject to the specific 
and individual approval or disapproval of the Ohio board of regents, but shall occur in the 
discretion of the local management of such college within the limitations of law, the official 
plan, and the charter of such college. 

 
The Ohio board of regents may make such study as it deems advisable or contract for 

such study to be made relative to the application of divisions (A) to (E), inclusive, of this section 
in its approval or disapproval of official plans of the technical college districts or the issuance of 
charters for the operation of technical colleges. 



 
3357.19  Duties of board of regents. 

 
The Ohio board of regents shall: 
 
(A)  Organize an advisory committee for each of the major areas of the technical college 

program, such as engineering, health, and agriculture.  Each committee shall have a minimum of 
nine members who are identified with the technical field involved.  At least three of the nine 
members shall be selected from the faculties of accredited institutions of higher learning.  The 
advisory committee shall advise and counsel the Ohio board of regents concerning the 
organization and operation of the technical colleges. 

 
(B)  Promulgate rules, regulations, and standards in conformity with Chapter 119 of the 

Revised Code relative to the qualifications of teaching personnel in technical colleges, and 
require conformity to all such rules, regulations, and standards as a condition upon the issuance 
of a charter to any technical college and upon the continued operation of such colleges; 
 

(C)  Promulgate rules, regulations, and standards relative to the quality and content of 
instructional courses in technical colleges, and relative to the awarding of certificates of 
achievement or associate degrees to students in such colleges,  and require conformity to all such 
rules, regulations, and standards as a condition upon the issuance of a charter to any technical 
college and upon the continued operation of such college; 
 

(D)  Conduct studies and examinations of the operation and facilities of technical 
colleges, and require reports from such colleges, from time to time as the board deems necessary, 
and revoke or suspend pursuant to Chapter 119 of the Revised Code, the charter of any technical 
college found to be in substantial violation of law, of rules, regulations, or standards of the board, 
or of the approved official plan of such college; 
 

(E)  Employ such professional, administrative, clerical, or secretarial personnel as may be 
found necessary to assist the board in the performance of its duties; 
 

(F)  Perform biennial examinations of the budget requirements of the technical colleges 
in the state, and present recommendations to the governor with respect to such budget 
requirements; 
 

(G)  Perform research studies relative to technical college education. 


