
Read The Heinz Incident, and then decide which view presented below best represents each 
juror, as well as your own perspective.  

 Ethical Relativism: There are no universal or objectively valid moral principles, for all 
moral judgments are simply a matter of individual human opinion or the collective 
opinion of a particular society. 

 Ethical Objectivism: There are universal and objectively valid moral principles.  The 
following views all represent ethical objectivism: 

• Ethical Egoism:  People ought always to do only what is in their own self-
interest.   

• The Divine Command Theory: The right actions are those that are willed by 
God,  and thus God and His inspired Word literally defines right and wrong 

• Utilitarianism: The right action is the one that produces the greatest amount of 
happiness for the greatest number of people. 

• Kantian Ethics: We have absolute moral duties that are determined by reason 
and should be fulfilled regardless of the potential consequences on either the 
individual or the society.  

• Virtue Ethics: An ethical theory that focuses on those character traits that make 
someone a good, virtuous, and admirable person rather than simply on the actions 
the person performs. 

 


