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The key to financing your education is
to start planning early. The more you know
about how financial aid works, the better
prepared you’ll be to pay for college.
For the most up-to-date financial aid information, visit the
Stark State financial aid webpage at starkstate.edu/finaid.
We’d be happy to help you in person, too.
If you have any questions about the financial aid process, stop in
Gateway Student Services at main campus or in Akron.
Hours
Monday through Wednesday, 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
(closed at 3 p.m. on Fridays during June and July)
You can also email studentservices@starkstate.edu
or call us at 330-494-6170 ext. 4301.
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“

The financial aid specialist went a step beyond
what he needed to do, bringing up issues I hadn’t
thought of and getting the answers I needed.

”

applying for financial aid
To apply for federal student aid, such as grants, work study and loans, students must complete
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) every year. The Stark State College
school code is 011141.

Preparing for the FAFSA
The FAFSA process is quicker and easier when you have a username and password called an FSA ID.
If your parent is providing information on your FAFSA, he or she will need his or her own FSA ID as well.
Learn more about the FSA ID and how to create yours at studentaid.gov/fsaid.
Gather information; the FAFSA asks questions about you and your finances,
so have all your applicable information handy, including
•
•
•
•
•
•

social security number
alien registration number (if applicable)
federal tax information and tax returns
records of untaxed income
cash, savings and checking account balances
investments other than the home in which you live.
If you plan to attend
Stark State College

Submit
FAFSA for

Use your income and
tax information from

Priority
deadline

summer 2019

2019-2020

2017

March 1

fall 2019

2019-2020

2017

May 1

spring 2020

2019-2020

2017

October 1

Filling out the FAFSA
Each October, the FAFSA is available for the next school year. It is important to fill it out every year
as soon as possible to meet necessary deadlines. You can submit the FAFSA electronically at
fafsa.gov or via mobile app at myStudentAid.

FAFSA follow-up
After you submit your FAFSA, the results will be sent to Stark State College within 7-10 business days
Process timeline
You will receive an email
from the US Dept. of Education
within a few days letting
you know your FAFSA was
processed.

Stark State College may request
additional information via your
starkstate.net email account.
Please respond promptly.

After review, we will send
you an email that your award
package is ready for your
review via mystarkstate.
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types of financial aid
Federal programs
You must complete the FAFSA to apply for these programs

Federal Pell Grant (PELL)
An award of $652 - $6,195 per year, based on financial need, enrollment and cost of education.

Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
Awards are based on need and application date. Award amounts vary, up to $600 per year.
Federal regulations require students to be Pell-eligible to receive FSEOG funds.

Federal Work Study Program (FWSP)
This need-based program provides opportunities for students to be employed at the College to earn
money for educational expenses. Students must submit a Federal Work Study request form to Gateway
Student Services. Job postings can be found at starkstate.edu/about/employment.

Federal Direct Loan Programs
The Federal Direct Loan is a loan and must be repaid. Interest rates vary annually. Students may qualify
for a subsidized and/or an unsubsidized Direct Loan up to the amounts listed below.
•
		
		

Direct Subsidized Loans These loans are based on financial need, therefore, some students
may not qualify. With a Direct Subsidized Loan, no interest accumulates and repayment is
deferred while the student is enrolled in college at least half time (six or more credit hours).

•
		
		
		
		

Direct Unsubsidized Loans Students who do not qualify for a Direct Subsidized Loan may be
eligible to borrow up to the maximum annual amounts in unsubsidized loan funds. Loan payments
can be deferred as long as the student is enrolled at least half time (6 or more credit hours). Interest
begins accruing when the loan is disbursed and can be paid by the borrower while in school and
during the grace period to avoid capitalization.
Annual and aggregate limits for subsidized and unsubsidized loans
Academic level
Freshman
annual loan limit

Sophomore
annual loan limit

Aggregate loan limits
for subsidized and unsubsidized

Dependent students
(require parent data on FAFSA)

Independent students

$5,500

$9,500

no more than $3,500 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

no more than $3,500 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

$6,500

$10,500

no more than $4,500 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

no more than $4,500 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

$31,000

no more than $23,000 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

$57,500
no more than $23,000 of this amount
may be in subsidized loans

Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (Federal PLUS)
The Federal PLUS program is for parents of dependent students. Family income is not taken into
consideration; the program is open to almost any parent who has good credit. The parent can borrow up
to the cost of the college education, less aid, at a variable rate of interest (currently not to exceed 9%).
Repayment begins 60 days after the final disbursement of the funds.
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“

My financial aid specialist
listened to me and
immediately took care
of my request.

”

State programs
Requires you to file a FAFSA before Oct. 1 of the year you attend

Ohio College Opportunity Grant (OCOG)
Full-time, year-round students who have exhausted their Pell grants after summer and fall semesters
may be eligible for an OCOG award for the spring semester (third term) of the academic year.
Third-term OCOG dollars are only for students who are Pell grant eligible and whose Pell grants have
been exhausted for that year. Students may be able to take more classes with the additional funding.

Ohio National Guard
The National Guard will pay 100% of tuition costs for students who enlist for six years. You must be
an Ohio resident enrolled in at least six credit hours at an Ohio college. Contact your local National
Guard at 614-336-7053 for more information.

Veterans benefits
To apply for veteran benefits, use the VA’s online application tool vets.gov/education/apply,
contact Stark State Military Services at 330-494-6170 ext. 4939 or contact the College’s certifying
official at 330-494-6170 ext. 4081 for assistance. To apply, you’ll need this information:
•
•
•
•
•

social security number
bank account direct deposit information
education and military history
form DD-214
basic information about the school and program you are pursuing.

You may also submit a hard copy of your application to the VA using VA Form 22-1990.
If you have used your benefits at another college and are transferring to Stark State, you will
need to use VA-Form 22-1995.
The VA’s minimum processing time is four to six weeks. Additional information regarding
educational benefits is available at benefits.va.gov.

Social service programs
Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR) Educational assistance may be available for students with
special needs. Call the Canton (330-438-0500) or Akron (330-643-3080) BVR office for more information.

Workforce Initiative Association (WIA) and Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
These are programs for individuals who recently lost their job or are entering the workforce after an
extended period of unemployment. You must complete the FAFSA to determine eligibility for grants
before being considered for WIA and TAA funding. For information about WIA and TAA, contact the
Employment Source at 330-433-9675.
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IF YOU DON’T THINK YOU
QUALIFY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP

THIN K A G A I N

“ Thanks to my scholarship,
I’m getting a good quality
education – and there’s
lots of opportunity
ahead.”
— Donnell Upshaw
		 mechanical engineering technology
		 Timken Company employee
		 Gene Haas Foundation Scholarship

“ My scholarship made a
difference in my education
in every way.”
— Tracy Cice
		 process operations for oil and gas
		 applied sciences, financial accounting
		 minor
		 Marathon Scholarship

“ Raising a family with three
sons means every dollar
matters. I hope I can bring
into the field the same
sense of compassion and
goodwill Stark State shows
through scholarships and
foundations.”
— Michael Felcyn
		 EMT/paramedic
		 Gessner Foundation Scholarship

starkstate.edu/scholarships

Scholarships
You may be eligible for scholarship assistance.
A complete list of scholarships is available at
starkstate.edu/scholarships. Scholarship awards
are divided between fall and spring semesters,
unless otherwise designated by the donor.

General eligibility
requirements
Eligibility for most financial aid programs is based
on demonstrated financial need of the student
and/or the student’s family and on registered
credit hours.
To be eligible for federal and state financial aid
programs, a student must be a citizen, national
or permanent resident of the United States.
Certain persons in the process of becoming
citizens or permanent residents also may
be eligible.
To be eligible for federal financial aid programs
(Pell, FSEOG, Federal Work Study, Federal Direct
Loan, Federal PLUS), you must also
• be accepted by the college for admission as a
regular student and demonstrate the ability to
benefit from the selected program of study.
Students enrolled in high school, post-secondary
option students and early admit students are not
eligible for aid.
• if a transfer student, provide official college
transcripts from every prior institution in which
you were enrolled.

• show intent on the admission application to
obtain an associate degree for transfer to
another college, or an associate degree or
certificate for the job market.
• be enrolled in a degree or certificate program
that is financial aid eligible and approved by the
Ohio Department of Higher Education.
• be enrolled in courses that provide credit
toward a financial aid-eligible degree or
certificate program. Courses taken as audit
or taken outside a declared major are
not eligible.
• meet the enrollment and attendance
requirements for each program.
• demonstrate the ability to benefit from the
education offered. You must provide an official
transcript to the Registrar’s Office verifying you
have earned a high school diploma or GED.
• comply with requirements concerning Selective
Service registration. For information regarding
Selective Service or to register, visit sss.gov.
• comply with requirements concerning
submission of the statement of educational
purpose included on the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
• certify that you are not in default on any
federal loan.
• certify you do not owe a refund to any federal
aid program, including grant overpayments
resulting from withdrawing from class(es).
• maintain satisfactory academic progress as
set forth in the Stark State College Satisfactory
Academic Progress Policy.
• accumulate no more than 30 hours of
developmental courses.
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“

I got the information I needed
to help me – I’d give this
office five stars!

”

paying for college
Self payment
If you’re not applying for financial aid, you have other payment options.

Payment in full
Payment of tuition and fees may be made in full
•

online via mystarkstate

•

at the cashier’s window, S300 (main campus)

•

deposited in the payment drop box on the third floor of the Student Services Building

•

in Akron at the College Store at SSC Akron at Perkins

•

by mail: 6200 Frank Ave. NW, North Canton, OH 44720.

Fees may be paid with cash, check, money order, debit card or Visa/MasterCard/Discover card.
Please do not send cash in the mail or drop box. If you are paying by mail, enclose the payment form
with your payment. The amount of your bill is printed at the bottom of the registration confirmation or
your student statement.

Student installment payment plan (SIPP)
Payment of tuition and fees may be made on the installment plan. The SIPP schedule is printed
on your schedule/receipt each semester. This program offers you the option of paying your tuition in
installments. A fee of $25 is assessed, but no interest is charged. Visit starkstate.edu/sipp for details.
Payments may be made
•

online via mystarkstate

•

at the cashier’s window, S300

•

by mail: 6200 Frank Ave. NW, North Canton, OH 44720

•

or deposited in the payment drop box on the third floor of the Student Services Building.

Fees may be paid with cash, check, money order, debit card or Visa/MasterCard/
Discover card. Please do not send cash in the mail or drop box. Follow these steps
to calculate your first SIPP payment:
1. Start with your tuition and fees balance (this amount is your total tuition and fees less any financial
aid to which you are entitled).
2. Add the installment fee of $25.
3. Add the amounts in steps 1 and 2 and divide that number by 3, rounding to the nearest whole number.
4. Write the amount from step 3 on the line titled SIPP PAYMENT 1 on the payment form.
5. Sign the payment form and return it with your payment.
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Important
Every student needs to be aware of Stark State’s
policies, and some of the most important ones are
summarized here. You can read these policies in
their entirety on mystarkstate.
• Standards of Academic Progress (SAP) – All
students are required to adhere to the SAP
policy by maintaining the minimum credit hours
completion and GPA standards while making
timely progress toward your educational goal.
More specific details on the Standards of
Academic Progress policy can be found at
starkstate.edu/sap.
• Repeat Coursework – Students may receive financial aid for repeating courses. However, if retaking
a previously passed course, financial aid can only
be used for one repeat of that course. Any course
that is repeated will be used in the calculation of a
student’s SAP status.
• Title IV Refund – This policy regulates what
happens to federal financial aid if you withdraw
or cease attendance in your scheduled classes.
• Class Attendance – Attendance will be taken in all
classes to document that students who are eligible
for federal financial aid attend class. Students who
receive federal financial aid and do not attend their
classes risk having their financial aid cancelled or
reduced.
• Developmental Classes – A student is limited to
30 attempted developmental credit hours while
receiving federal financial aid. Federal financial
aid programs will not cover any developmental
courses taken after reaching the maximum 30
hours. These courses include, but are not limited
to MTH024, MTH091, MTH092, MTH093, MTH094,
MTH100, MTH101, MTH103, MTH123, ENG010,
ENG011, ENG100, ENG101, ENG103, ENG105,
OAD/AOT100, OAD/AOT101, IDS101, IDS102,
CAL101, CAL102, CAL105 and ITD100.
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• Freeze Date – The amount of your financial aid
award is determined by your enrollment at the end
of the sixth business day of the semester. This
is known as the “freeze date.” If you add or drop
classes before the freeze date, your Pell Grant will
be adjusted based on the number of credit hours in
which you are enrolled. If you add or drop classes
after the freeze date in any given semester, your
Pell Grant will not be adjusted for that term, but
you could be in violation of the Standards of
Academic Progress policy.
If you violate the SAP policy, Title IV Refund policy
or Class Attendance policy, you may be subject to
sanctions that may include an immediate return of
some or all of the funds awarded to you and/or a
suspension of your eligibility for future financial aid
funding.

Other information to know
Adjustments to your schedule could result in
adjustments to your financial aid. Visit Gateway
Student Services before making any schedule
changes to determine the effect a schedule change
may have on your financial aid eligibility.
Enrollment verifications can be requested through
mystarkstate. Also, after the third week of each
semester, enrollment information can be found by
logging on to your mystarkstate and checking under
My Stuff > National Student Clearinghouse – Student
Self Service.

Student confidentiality
Financial assistance records
In compliance with the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) (Public Law 93-380
as amended), all information received in connection
with applications for admissions and financial aid
are held in the strictest confidence. No information
will be released regarding students except by written
request of the student. Under FERPA, you have the
right to inspect your student file. You may review
information in your file and receive copies and
information upon written request.
Release of information to another party
You must complete and sign a consent form before
any information will be released to another party.
On the consent form, you must indicate which
semester(s) you want information released. You
must allow 10 days for this processing. Information regarding fees and bookstore charges must be
obtained from the Business Office. Your signature on
a loan application authorizes Stark State College to
release to the lending institution, subsequent holder,
the guarantor, U.S. Department of Education or their
agents any requested information pertinent to the
student loan(s). Student information release forms
are available in M102 in Gateway Student Services.
Student rights and responsibilities
You have the right to
• know how your financial need is determined,
including the cost of attendance, and how your
family contribution is determined.
• know how and when you will receive student
assistance.
• request an explanation of the type and amount
of financial assistance you are receiving.
• if you have a loan – know the type, the interest
rate, amount to be repaid, when you must begin
repayment and other cancellation and deferment
provisions.

• if you are offered a Federal Work-Study job –
know the kind of job, what hours you must work,
what your duties will be and how and when you
will be paid.
• discuss your financial aid package with a
representative of Gateway Student Services.
• know how the College determines if you are
making satisfactory progress and what happens
if you are not.
You are required to
• report any scholarship, fee waiver, loan, grant,
employment earnings or other financial benefits
which you receive from any source other than Stark
State College. Such benefits, if not already taken
into consideration, may result in a revision or
cancellation of other financial aid benefits.
• provide all documentation requested by Gateway
Student Services or other agencies.
• read and understand all forms that you are asked
to sign and maintain copies of them.
• know and comply with all deadlines for application
and re-application for financial aid.
• complete the FAFSA correctly, and submit it
two to three months prior to the semester you
plan to attend.
• follow up on any corrections or adjustments
as requested.
• accept responsibility for all loan promissory notes
and other agreements that you sign.
• understand loan obligations and make repayment
as required.
• notify your lender(s) of any changes in your name,
address or enrollment status. If you drop below
half-time status, complete and submit exit loan
information.
• perform in a satisfactory manner work agreed
upon for Federal Work Study jobs.
• know and comply with the school’s refund
procedure available on the College website.
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starkstate.edu
____________
admissions@starkstate.edu
330-494-6170 ext. 4228
800-79-STARK
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